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OH GOD... LOOK 
AT IT... LOOK WHAT 


YOU'VE DONE TO 
MY ARM... 


MY LEG’S NOT 
MUCH BETTER... 
FUCKING OUCH... I 
TOOK A LOT OF 
SHRAPNEL FROM THAT 
GRENADE. I CAN’T 
MOVE AT ALL. 
BOLLOCKS. 


WHO'VE WE 
GOT LEFT ON OUR 
SIDE THEN? WE 
NEED TO GET 
OURSELVES OUT 
OF THIS FUCKING 
MESS. 4 


~ 


JACKIE'S OUT OF 
IT. I DION’T EVEN 
SEE WHAT HAPPENED 
TO HER, BUT SHE’S 


STILL BREATHING. AND 


BARNEY’S RUN OFF 
SOMEWHERE. 
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WELL, DON’T 
SAY I DIDN'T 
WARN YOU. THIS IS 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN 
YOU TAKE ON A 
WHOLE FUCKING 
ARMY. 


CHRIST, JET 

GIRL... STOP 

WHINING AND 
SORT THIS 
SHIT OUT. 


THEN... LET'S 
SEE... 


AS FAR AST 
CAN MAKE OUT—AND 
MAKING ANYTHING OUT IS 
PRETTY DIFFICULT, BECAUSE 
WE'VE SERIOUSLY TRASHED 
THIS TOWN—THE BUILDING 


BEHIND 1S STILL 
STANDING... 


THERE’S ONLY 
ONE WAY OUT OF 
HERE—AND THAT'S 
IN THE TANK. 


«BUT THAT'S 
WHERE THE SNIPER Vig 
16. AND HE’S THE 
ONE THAT’S GOT US 
PINNED DOWN. THE 
BASTARD. 


SHIT, MAN! 
LOOKS LIKE IL 
PICKED THE WRONG 
WEEKEND TO DROP 
MY JET OFF WITH 
THE VALETTING 
SERVICE. 


THERE’S 
THE TANK. WITHIN 
SPITTING DISTANCE. 


ME TO PIECES BEFORE 
I GET ANYWHERE 
NEAR IT. 


I’M GONNA HAVE TO 
GET UP THERE AND 
TAKE THAT FUCKER OUT 
COMMANDO-STYLE. 


SERIOUSLY, 
BITCH, IS THIS 
SUPPOSED TO BE 
SOME KIND OF 
JOKE? BECAUSE I 
AM NOT FUCKING 
LAUGHING. 


YOU'RE JUST A 
GIRL. WHAT THE HELL 
ARE YOU DOING 
HERE, HUH? TRYING 
TO TAKE ME OUT 


I HAVEN'T 
wit ceo GOT TIME FOR 


THIS SHIT. I'M 
GONNA HAVE TO 
FINISH YOU 
OFF. 


DON'T YOU 
EVER, EVER, EVER 
FUCK WITH MY 
FRIENDE, OKAY 
SOLDIERP 


sil he Ya poe 
1. GET TANK. 2, GET 
JACKIE, BOOGA AND TANK 
GIRL. 3. GET OUT OF THIS 
SHIT-HOLE. 4. GET DOWN TO 
BRIAN’S BAR BY SUNGET 5. 
GET MASHED OUT OF OUR 
SKULLS ON SHANDY AND 
MOONGHINE. 


CHOPPER! 
BALLS! 
BOOGA—GET 
DOWN BELOW AND 
SEE WHAT WE'VE 
GOT LEFT TO 
CHUCK AT IT! 


TITS! ONLY 
ONE SHELL LEFT. 
BETTER MAKE IT 
COUNT. 


ROTATE ON 
THIS, HELECOPTER 
Boy! 


* SHIT! WE'RE 
GOIN’ DOWN! 
CLOSE YOUR EYES 


AND_HOLD YOUR 


TESTICLES! 
INCOMING! 
PREPARE FOR IMPACT 

BODY! HOLD 


L 
ONTO SOMETHING 
SOLID! 


OKAY. 
EVERYBODY OUT. 
WE'VE GOT SOME 
SERIOUS SHIT TO 

SORT OUT THIS 
TIME. AND WE’VE 
GOTTA MOVE 
FAST... 


+» BARNEY, I 
NEED SOME 
RECONNAISSANCE. 
SEE IF YOU CAN FIND 
OUT WHAT THE ARMY 
ARE UP TO... 


SURE THING. 


RECONNAISSANCE 
+» BOOGA, I 
THE HELL OUT OF 
THOSE GUYS. NEED THE BLACK 


BOX FROM THAT 


a EXPLODED 
CAMOUFLAGE 


JACKIE, iG MR\\_ CHOPPER... 
GET SOME 7 y 

ON THE 3 Z yy, 

TANK... . G 


BOX FROM 
CHOPPER... I’LL 
HOBBLE OVER 
THERE RIGHT 
AWAY BOSS. 


EASY! I'VE 
GOTABIG ]\ 
BUSH! 


+ ERM... I NEED 
YOU TO STAY RIGHT 
THERE AND STARE 
INTO SPACE. 


RECONNAISSANCE. 
THAT’S ME... BARNEY—TOP 
OF THE CLASS AT 
RECONNAISSANCE. 


GIRL MOST 
LIKELY TO SUCCEED 
IN DOING SOME 
RECONNAISSANCE. 


THERE’S ONE OF 
THEM! SURROUND 


THE BUILDING. I WANT 


TWENTY GUNS ON 
HER—LET’S NOT TAKE 
ANY CHANCES 


RECCY-RECCY-RECCY... 
AHA! THERE YOU ARE! I’M 
RECONNAISSANCING YOUR J 

ARSES, YOU DUMB \ 
BASTARDS! 


HOLD IT, LADy. 
PUT YOUR HANDS IN 
THE AIR AND TURN 

AROUND... REAL 
SLOW. 


MY_CRIKEY. 
WOULD YOU LOOK 
AT THOSE? 


HI, DARLING. I 
WAS WONDERING WHEN 
YOU'D BE HOME. WOULD 
YOU LIKE A POT OF TEA 
AND SOME NICE FRENCH 
FANCY CAKES? 


HERE’S 
A COUPLE 
I PREPARED 
FOR YOU 
EARLIER! 


THEY NEVER 
TOLD US HOW TO 
DEAL WITH THIS KIND 
OF THING IN BASIC 
TRAINING! 


ALL YOU HAVE 


RECCY-RECCy- 
RECCY.., I’M 
REALLY GOOD 
AT RECCY... 


HERE'S THE 
BLACK BOX FROM 
THE HELICOPTER. 


THAT'S A 
LUNCH BOX, 
YOU BURK! 


OH COOL... 
PEANUT BUTTER AND 
JAM, CHEESE AND 
PICKLE ON RYE, AND A 
BAG OF CRIGPY SOUR 
CREAM CLOUDS... 


«WHO NEEDS A 
HELICOPTER’S FLIGHT 
RECORD WHEN YOU'VE GOT 
OFF-DAIRY FLAVOUR POTATO 
SNACKS? THIS STUFF WILL 
COME IN VERY HANDY 
LATER ON. 


NO, DAMN IT! 
ALRIGHT, = STOP! I’M NOT 
EVERYONE, YOU ALL Z LEAVING MY TANK 
HEARD BARNEY LET'S BEHIND FOR ANYTHING. 


MOVE OUT! 7. IF IT GOES, THEN I 


YOU'RE ALL 
WELCOME TO 
CHICKEN-OUT AND 
LEAVE ME TO IT, 
BUT _IF YOU'RE 
GONNA GO, 


WOW. SHE’S 
JUST LIKE THE SEA 
CAPTAIN THAT WENT 
DOWN WITH A 
SINKING SHIP. 


THAT’S FUNNY, 
BECAUSE I ONCE 
KNEW A SEA CAPTAIN 
THAT WENT DOWN FOR 
A STINKING SHIT. 


BOOGA, : 
THAT IS NEITHER 
HELPFUL NOR FUNNY. 
FOR THAT, YOU CAN 
HAVE FIRST 
WATCH. 


HERE, 

TAKE THIS 
PEA-SHOOTER AND 
BOX OF PEAS-IT’S 

THE ONLY SPARE 
WEAPON WE’VE 
GOT LEFT. 


IF ONLY JET GIRL 
WAS OPERATIONAL, SHE 
COULD HELP YANK US OUT 
OF THIS TIGHT SQUEEZE 
WITH HER JUMP JET OR 
A CHOPPER. 


THIS MAY 
SOUND STRANGE, 
BUT IT WAS ALMOST LIKE A 
SYMBOLIC THING WHEN SHE 
THREW THAT GOLDEN EGG AT THE 
SNIPER—ONE MINUTE SHE WAS ALL 
VITAL AND JET GIRLY, NEXT MINUTE 
SHE WAS COMPLETELY EMPTY, A 
SHELL OF HER FORMER SELF. OF 
COURSE, I’M SURE THE BULLET 
IN THE SHOULDER DION’T 
HELP MUCH, 


WHAT? SHE C 
goin “poser 
aa — IMPORTANT? 


WHY THE 
HELL DIDN’T 


YOU TELL ME 
THAT 
BEFORE?! Jf = IMPORTANT?! 
: IMPORTANT?! 
MY GOD! YOU 
OBVIOUSLY HAVE é Z 
NO IDEA WHAT IS IN | Sow) 
THAT EGG. SHE HAS (i ° 
CARRIED IT WITH HER > j 
SINCE SHE WAS A £ 
LITTLE BABY. ” . 


WHERE IS 
IP § AN EAGLE 
NCW FLEW OFF WITH IT... 
IT COULD BE 
ANYWHERE, 


WE'VE GOT TO 
GET IT BACK, SHE’S 
THE ONLY ONE THAT CAN 
BUST US OUT OF HERE. 
AND BESIDES—WITHOUT 
THAT EGG THERE IS NO 
JET GIRL... AND WITHOUT 


JET GIRL THERE IS NO 
TANK GIRL. ZN 


LISTEN, 
A 


“TAKE JACKIE AND THE BIG PISTOL, AND w 
Be tostine You's nooEN Stack WAH TIERED Nw 
PERCHED ON THE EDGE OF A CLIFF BIGHT Pe sHeIb Ae ENCORE EDGE OF 


s HE CAI 
OVERLOOKING AN ENORMOUS PRECIPICE... Bacal eee ie Tal tele toh eres 


THE EAGLE’S EYRIE. YOU MUST FIND 
IT AND BRING BACK THE EGG... 


OR THIS WILL BE 
OUR LAST STAND.” 


NOTHING LEFT 
TO DO BUT SIT 
TIGHT AND WAIT. 
THEY'LL BE HERE 
BY SUNRISE... 


se I ONLY 
HOPE THAT 
BARNEY GETS 
HERE FIRST AND 
FIXES UP JET 
GIRL. 
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News from the nerve center of IDW Publishing 


ONE OF THE MOST BELOVED FANTASY NOVELS OF 
ALL TIME BECOMES A GRAPHIC NOVEL IN APRIL 


Peter S. Beagle’s THE LAST UNICORN will be adapted to comics form. 


art by Renae De Liz 


Peter S. Beagle’s timeless fantasy novel, The Last 
Unicorn, has captivated readers for over 40 years, with 
everyone from Neil Gaiman and Ursula K. LeGuin to 
the New York Times and the Saturday Book Review singing 
its praises. And now, starting in April, it will be adapted 
as a comic-book series for the first time. Working 
directly with author Peter Beagle is writer Peter B. 
Gillis. The art and covers will be handled by Renae De 
Liz and Ray Dillon, with designer Frank Stockton 
supplying a variant cover for each issue. IDW took a 
little time out this month to talk to the iconic novelist 
himself, Peter S. Beagle, to discuss The Last Unicorn's 6- 
issue comic adaptation. 


IDW: The Last Unicorn has become one of the most enduring fantasy 
tales, with many fans citing it as a huge influence even into adulthood. Did 
-you think you were writing a story that would have such long 
lasting appeal and such a broad spectrum of fans? 


Peter S. Beagle: Flatly, no. I never did. I just wanted to finish 
the bloody thing, and I was almost sure I never would. The Last 
Unicorn was a nightmare to write—every other book I've ever 
done was more fun to work on than that one. And I had no 
idea that it would still be in print more than 40 years later, let 
alone that it would wind up having the astonishing influence 
it has had. I couldn’t have imagined that for a moment. 
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Transformers #5 
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Transformers: Bumblebee #4 
Transformers: Last Stand of the Wreckers #3 
Transformers: Nefarious #1 
Weekly World News #3 
Zombies vs Robots Aventure #2 
Gil. Joe Movie Adaptation: 
Comic-Con Edition #1 
Gl. Joe Movie Adaptation: 
Comic-Con Edition #2 
Gl. Joe Movie Adaptation: 
ic-Con Edition #3 
Joe Movie Adaptation: 
Comic-Con Edition #4 
Transformers: All Hail Megatron #16: 
Long Beach Con Edition 


Bible: Eden TPB 
Doctor Who Classics Vol. 5 TPB 

Doctor Who: Vol. 1: Fugitive TPB 

EZ Street TPB 

G.I. Joe Origins Vol. 2 TPB 

Ghostbusters: Displaced Aggression TPB 

Uil Abner, Vol. 1 HC 

Last Resort TPB 
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Torpedo Vol. 2 HC 

Transformers Animated Vol. 14 TPB 
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Jennifer Love Hewitt’s 
The Music Box #4 


EZ Street 


Transformers: All Hail Megatron #16: 
Long Beach Con Edition 


Star Trek: Alien Spotlight, Vol. 2 


IDW: The core of the story is really the emotional journey of 
the characters. From your perspective, what are the most important 
themes that you explored through the story of a unicorn, something 

immortal and preternaturally beautiful, that becomes human 
and must navigate the world in a new form? 


PSB: I think it can be summed up in a line that Schmendrick 
tells the unicorn just after the transformation: “Whatever can 
die is beautiful—more beautiful than a unicorn, who lives 
forever, and who is the most beautiful creature in the world. 
Do you understand me?” Other people may have their own 
feelings on the matter, but for me that’s the heart of the book. 
And it gets more so as I get older. I was 22 when I started the 
first version of the story, and 27 when I actually completed 
the manuscript on my second try, and there are a lot of things 
in that book which 
are like little notes to 
myself, to be opened 
later. 


IDW: The world of 
The Last Unicorn is ar 
once full of wonder and 
terror and magic, but it 

also seems to be dying 

out. Do you think the 
world still has magic, or 
have we strayed too far? 


PSB: I don’t know if 
the world has magic, 
but people do. 


IDW: With such a 
‘ast I hate to ask 
the obvious question 


diverse 


but: who's your favorite? 


Or maybe I should just 
ask what you 
like about each one 


PSB: Let’s see... the 
butterfly is as close to 
a self-portrait of the 
inside of my head as I 
have ever done. 
Schmendrick and 1 
obviously have some 
ties, but he’s not a 
self-portrait. I feel a 
deep sympathy for 
King Haggard— 
there are things about 
Haggard I understand 
altogether too well. 
Prince Lir is someone 
I became fonder of 
than I realized, which 
shows up particularly in the sequel story, “Two Hearts.” The 
unicorn... oh my lord. She appears to be the first female 
unicorn ever in literature, which is not something I thought 
about at all. She was just there, female from the first line. With 
her I think I managed to at least come close to conveying a 
sense of what it is to be eternal. But although I feel shy saying 
that Molly Grue is my favorite, she is. I don’t think I created 
Molly, I think she just came to me. I can’t take credit for 
her, somehow. 


IDW: The ending of the story, without giving it away, is ver 
and bittersweet. Do you think stories need a touch of sadness and loss in 
order for the audience to really appreciate what they've been reading? 


PSB: For me they do. For me that’s always there. Maybe it’s 
something east European or Jewish in me, maybe it’s just me, 
but it’s also....look, I spend a lot of time thinking about songs, 
writing them and writing about the great songwriters, and my 
favorite when all is said and done is the French songwriter 
Georges Brassens. The thing about Brassens is the way he 
juxtaposed humor and melancholy, so a song might have a 
really funny, really sardonic lyric, but when you whistle the 
melody to yourself, without the words, you realize that the 
song is, in fact, deeply sad. Or the other way around: he might 
give a terribly down story a really bouncy melody and 
arrangement that draws 
you in, We're all in the 
marketplace just trying 
to draw the passers-by 
in, and that’s the way 
of doing it which 
seems to be natural 
to me. 


IDW: What made you 
decide to allow a comic 
adaptation 
10 be explored? Why now? 


PSB: “Why not?” 
covers it. I’m always a 
sucker for something 
I’ve never done before, 
and even though I’m 
not writing this 
adaptation, I am 
involved. If I have one 
literary motto, it’s a 
thing that a writer I 
practically worshipped, 
Jessamyn West, told me 
when we met. She was 
close to 80 at the time, 
and she said to me 
“Being = an artist 
requires not only 
taking the risk of 
making a bloody fool 
of yourself right out 
there in public, but the 
even greater risk of 
discovering that you 
really might be a fool.” 
So I keep on trying 
new things, and, as 
with this project, I'm 
interested in seeing 
new things tried with the stories I’ve written. Anything else 
would mean missing out on altogether too much fun. 


art by Frank Stockton 


The Last Unicorn #1, a 32-page, $3.99 comic, hits stores next month! 
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